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Who are we?
BY: RITA CRUZ

The Amsterdam Centre for Religion and

Peace & Justice Studies (ACRPJ) is an

academic research centre, focused on the

intersection of peace and justice, and

religion. Founded in 2011 by the

Mennonite Seminary (at the installation of

the professorship for Peace-Theology and

Ethics), the ACRPJ is embedded in the

Faculty of Religion and Theology, at the

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam/The

Netherlands. ACRPJ seeks to

communicate insights by means of

education in its widest sense, with the

intent to create spaces for peace and

justice.

One example of this effort is the

coordination of a one-year Master’s

program on “Peace, Trauma and Religion”.

This program offers students from diverse

cultural and religious (or non-religious)

backgrounds and various disciplines to

explore the complexities of conflict,

peacebuilding with justice, coping with

trauma, and the role of religion in both

legitimizing and fueling violence – with a

post-colonial hermeneutic approach.

Other examples of the center’s activities

include summer schools, excursions, public

lectures, conferences and publications.

Focus-themes of the ACPRJ in the past

years include Reconciliation, the

Spirituality of Nonviolence, Racism, the

Construction of Narratives in Conflict-

Loaded Societies, and Just Peace. 
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Meet our
interns!
BY: LUZA BEDET

This year, the centre welcomed 5 new

interns who are joining the team since

the beginning of February till the end

of June. The internship includes

various tasks. From weekly meetings

with the team, till working on

publications. The internship also

includes various tasks like organizing

this year’s series of Public Lectures,

participate in research groups and

attend Doktorandenkolloquium. An

internship at the Amsterdam Centre is

a research-oriented internship. Which

means it focusses on academic life.

Students will learn professional skills

and see how academic life looks like

after graduating for PTR.

An interesting part of this internship is

the obligatory course ‘Restorative

Justice and Models of Reconciliation’.

      

 This course provides an insight in the

opposite to the Western popular form

of ‘Retributive Justice’. Student give

presentations and we discuss and

analyze the topic of Retributive

Justice and its pros and cons. On top

of this, students will write an article

which will be send to a journal to be

published. One of the interns wrote:

“Doing an internship at the

Amsterdam Centre is really pleasant.

The team is small which makes it look

like family, and this makes it easy to

work together and to discuss

(important) topics. There is room for

personal development and we are

open towards and respect eachother”.

      

LIST OF COURSES
FROM THE PTR
MASTERTRACK:

Mandatory:

Hermeneutics
Course Code G_MAHERMN

Peace, Trauma and
Religion
 1: Just Peace
Course Code G_PTR1
OR
Public Theology

Religion, Violence and
Trauma
Course Code G_PTR4

Optional:

Restorative Justice and
Models of Reconciliation
Course Code G_DSRESJUS

Peace Theology and Ethics
Course Code  G_DSPTHAE

Our Interns



The rest of the schedule will be as
follows, from 13:30 – 15:15 (GMT+2):

8. April 2021    
Prof. Dr. Anthony G. Reddie
 Theologising Brexit: A Liberationist and
Postcolonial Critique

15. April 2021           
 Prof. Dr. Judith Gruber
Healing or Haunting? Towards a
Postcolonial Theology

20. April 2021          
Dr. Betty-Ruth Lozano
Modernidad/Des-colonialidad en los
procesos de construcción de paz de las
mujeres afrocolombianas¨ 
 /
“Modernity/Decoloniality in the
Peacebuilding Processes of Afro-
Colombian Women” 

22. April 2021           
HsinYin Yu
Civil Disobedience and Theological
Reflections on Hong Kong Anti-
Extradition-Bill Movement – from a Post-
Colonial Perspective

29. April 2021      
Prof. Dr. Robert Beckford    
 Is God a White Racist? Wake work for
Theology

Want to register?
Please sign up through this form:
https://forms.gle/BEEUXrZQxbc5yghu5

Postcolonial
Approaches to
Building Just
Peace
BY: LAURA WAARDENBURG

Building Peace with Justice constantly

investigates power relations, asks for the

different perspectives involved in a conflict,

and strives to pay specific attention to

those, whose voices are usually silenced. In

this regard, postcolonial studies provide

indispensable knowledge and wisdom. 

Each year, the ACRPJ organizes a series of

public lectures. Unfortunately, last year this

had to be cancelled due to the coronavirus.

We are very glad that this year, we have the

opportunity to have the public lectures

online, through Zoom. 

      

This series of public lectures intends to

provide some more general ways of thinking

as well as presenting examples from specific

contexts. The theme of the series is

Postcolonial Approaches to Building Just

Peace.

To kick off the series of lectures, 

Prof. Dr. Fernando Enns & Friederike Cord

will speak on “Epistemic Violence” –
Revisiting Just Peace from Postcolonial
Perspective(s). 

This lecture will take place on  April 1st,

from 13:30 – 15:15 (GMT+2). 

      

Work during
Covid19
BY: DANIEL SERRANO BERNAL

In the middle of the academic year 2019/2020
we received the news that there was an
outbreak of a virus. Universities closed in
March and we had to change to online classes
and meetings. As a team, we were having
weekly meetings to check our developments,
but not before checking how we were doing
due to the situation. 

The excursion to Colombia was canceled, yet,
we did not stop hanging out online; embracing
our frustrations, loneliness, achievements, and
so forth. We made the decision to support
each other in the midst of the uncertainty.
Working but not losing the focus on the
vulnerability stage we were all embarked on. 

The restrictions continued throughout the
entire year, but we tried to listen to each
other to prevent a possible personal or
collective burnout, together as a team. We
have learned that the physical distance
sent us to walk into the desert, but online
tools can also be used to provide
companionship in our work environment,
to find an oasis in our journey.

https://forms.gle/BEEUXrZQxbc5yghu5


BY: FENNA CANTERS

In September 2020 I had the chance to join

the Summer School, organised by Vrije

Universiteit Amsterdam and Universität

Hamburg, on the topic ‘Construction and

Power of Narratives in Conflict-Loaded

Societies: Polarization and/or

Transformation’. This week-long school

consisted of daily lectures, exercises, and

discussions. Unfortunately, it had to take

place online, but nonetheless a week full of

discussion, new insights, and connection.

There were two topics that stood out to me

the most. First of all, whether we should

allow offensive opinions into academic

discussion when it comes to topics such as

racism and identity. This was a complicated

conversation that caused some discomfort,

but the beauty within this Summer School

was it allowed room for this and everyone

present was willing to face it.

      

The second topic that stood out was

that of identity. Professor Halleh

Ghorashi talked about her research on

the perception of immigrants in the

Netherlands. This led to discussions on

the role of language in shaping our

perception of the ‘Other’ and the

unconscious influences involved.

The most important thing for me during

this week were the people. Even though

I had never met most of them in person I

felt a strong connection to all, mostly

due to the openness and vulnerability

with which everyone approached the

discussions. All in all, it was a very

insightful and inspiring week. Although I

won’t be a PTR student anymore by the

time the next Summer School takes

place, I truly hope I will get the chance

to join again!

      

Summerschool 2020 - 
Moment of Reflection

Would you like to be part of the Master

“Peace, Trauma, and Religion” at the VU?

 The programme offers distinct

theological and interreligious

perspectives on questions of violence,

peace-building and conflict

transformation. Religion is misused to

incite violent conflicts as well as it is one

of the strongest resources for conflict

transformation and trauma healing; on

the inter-personal level, the inter-

communities level, and within larger

societies, stimulating and motivating for

processes of transformation.
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Announcements
"Peace is possible, even in most violent

conflicts, when justice is interpreted in a

restorative way." - Prof. Dr. Fernando Enns

The admission deadline for Dutch students

is June 1st, for foreign students it’s April 1st

or June 1st (consult the website). 

For more information, visit the website:

www.vu.nl/trs .

      

Contact information:
De Boelelaan 1105-K2E03
1081HV Amsterdam
NETHERLANDS
www.religionpeacejustice.com
religionpeacejustice@gmail.com


